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Abstract 

 
This study examines the impact of teaching grammar through the context of writing on improving students' 

performance in English. The rationale for doing this study is that teaching grammar to Arab students is important to 

improve their interlanguage and help them identify how English language works in a meaningful context. Students 

need to learn the grammatical system of English and recognize the environment in which the linguistic forms function. 

To achieve the purpose of this study, a qualitative research is conducted on a group of university students studying an 

English course. The literature review sheds light on the main theories related to grammar and writing which are 

learnerôs interlanguage, functional grammar, and the process- oriented approach to writing.  

The data consists of studentsô written performance collected at different stages of the course. The research instruments 

include a benchmark test conducted at the beginning of the course and an exam conducted at the end of the course. In 

both tests, students are asked to write a paragraph about different topics. Moreover, throughout the course, students 

are doing a writing task related to the grammar topics taught such as tenses and punctuation. Also, through using the 

writing process approach, students study the basics of writing grammatically correct, well-structured, and meaningful 

paragraphs. Data analysis comprises comparing studentsô writing in the benchmark test to their writing in the end-of-

course exam using rubric.  

The results of data analysis prove the positive outcomes of the study by indicating a progress in studentsô performance 

in English. The findings will be used to provide recommendations on how to enhance teaching grammar through the 

context of writing to adapt to learnersô needs and levels. These recommendations may inspire teachers to adopt 

effective teaching techniques to overcome the difficulties Arab students face while studying grammar, particularly 

third-person singular and consistency in using tenses. In addition, instructors are advised to use the process approach 

while teaching writing especially writing assignments and projects to enable students to identify their mistakes and 

correct them.   

 

Keywords: process-oriented approach, English skills, Arab learners, punctuation, tenses, rubric, and context 

 

 

1. Introducti on 

 
English is considered one of the most important languages that students need to learn and achieve 

a good level of accuracy and fluency when using it. English becomes essential when they get to 

the university since the language of instruction at most universities is English. Teaching grammar 

as a part of learning English language is central to improve studentsô interlanguage and help them 

identify how English language works in a meaningful context. Azar (2007) explains that ñone 

important aspect of grammar teaching is that it helps learners discover the nature of language, i.e., 

that language consists of predictable patterns that make what we say, read, hear, and write 

intelligiblyò (p.2). Hinkel and Fotos (2008) refer to engage students in communicative tasks while 

learning grammar. They indicate that ñnoticing linguistic forms and the environments in which 

they occur often lead to learnersô increased abilities to identify the grammatical systems of the 

second and foreign languageò (p.14).   
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On the other hand, writing represents one of the vital skills in the English language learning 

process. Flower and Hayes (1980, p. 40) conceptualize writing as a "strategic action where writers 

employ strategies to juggle with the constraints of composing". It is considered by researchers 

(White & Arndt, 1991) as a means of communication because through writing people share ideas 

and defend their opinions. For second language learners, writing is the most difficult English skill 

since as described by Tangpermpoon (2008) learners should have "a certain amount of L2 

background knowledge about the rhetorical organization, appropriate language use or specific 

lexicon with which they want to communicate to their readers" (p. 1).ò 

 

The purpose of the study is to investigate the impact of teaching grammar through the context of 

writing. Richards (2002) explores the usefulness of grammar learning when engaged in 

communicative tasks. He highlights the fact that ñalthough learnersô exposure to language increases 

when they work with certain types of tasks, task work needs to be focused and carefully designed 

in order to lead to the acquisition of grammarò cited in Hinkel and Fotos (2008, p.14).  

 

Despite the fact that reading and vocabulary are necessary to understand what they study, learners 

need to write grammatically correct assignments not only to pass the English course but also to do 

tasks related to other subjects. The study aims to assess the effectiveness and suitability of teaching 

grammar topics, such as tenses, subject-verb agreement, and passive voice through the context of 

writing to adapt to studentsô needs. To achieve the purpose of the study, a literature review of the 

functional theory of grammar, learnerôs interlanguage, and the writing process will be discussed. 

The data consists of studentsô written performance collected from a group of university students 

studying an English course. The samples will be gathered at different stages of the course to 

monitor the progress in studentsô levels in both grammar and writing. The results of analyzing the 

data will be used to provide recommendations on how to enhance teaching grammar through the 

context of writing to adapt to learnersô needs and levels. 

 

             

2. Literature review 

 
The theoretical framework includes a hybrid of the functional theory of grammar, learnerôs 

interlanguage, and the writing process approach.  

 

2.1 Functional Grammar 

Of all the theories developed about grammar, this study focuses on functional grammar theory 

since it examines the grammatical structure of language and entire communicative situation. 

Functional grammar is a model developed by Halliday in the 1960s. The reason behind choosing 

functional grammar theory is that it contributes to the functional paradigm of language. Hengeveld 

(1997) defines functional grammar theory as explaining ñthe rules underlying the construction of 

linguistic expressions in terms of their functionality with respect to the ways in which these 

expressions are usedò (p. 3). Similarly, Feng (2013) states that functional grammar theory focuses 

on how language works in different social situations ñit is very useful in showing how texts work 

beyond the level of the sentence, how different texts are structured, and how language varies to suit 

the purpose of the usersò (p. 86).  
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The importance of the knowledge of second language grammar comes from the fact that learners 

need not only to comprehend but also to produce understandable output consistent with target 

language norms (Ellis, 1997). Since target language norms are complicated and include many 

features, language instructors should be selective when deciding the norms that achieve 

intermediate and advanced linguistic skills and increase their interactional experience in the target 

language. Hinkel and Fotos (2008) refer to the point that ñmany classroom teachers believe that 

participating in interactions and activities that lead to increased output contributes to learner 

internalization of L2 knowledgeò (p. 7). 

 
According to Halliday (1994), functional grammar is a natural grammar in which everything can 

be explained by relating it to how language is used. He believes that language consists of three 

components called meta-functions. These components include the ideational meaning (to 

understand the environment), the interpersonal (to act on the others in it), and the textual meaning.  

Thompson (1996) illuminates the three components of functional grammar as follows: 

 

1) We use language to talk about our experience of the world, including the world in our 

minds, to describe events and states and the entities involved in them.  

 

2) We also use language to interact with other people, to establish and maintain relation 

with them, to influence their behavior, to express our own viewpoint on things in the world, 

and to elicit or change theirs. 3) Finally, in using language, we organize our messages in 

ways which indicate how they fit in with the other messages around them and with the 

wider context in which we are talking or writing (cited in Feng, 2013, p.87).    

 

For the purpose of our study, the concepts of functional grammar will be used as the theoretical 

framework that helps us evaluate the effectiveness of the grammar topics in the course and the 

teaching strategies adopted in teaching these topics in improving learnersô English language skills.   

 
2.2. Interlanguage 

The Interlanguage theory focuses on a language created by learners of a second language. It 

assumes that ñan active and independent learning mind makes its own generalizations upon 

grappling with a new languageò (Frith, 1977, p.155). Selinker has introduced the term 

interlanguage since 1972 as the first attempt to explain second language learning process from a 

cognitive point of view. Interlanguage refers to ñthe interim grammars which learners build on their 

way to full target language competenceò (Ellis, 1994, p.30). Learnerôs interlanguage is affected by 

five central cognitive processes which are rules and items transferred from the first language, 

transfer of training, strategies of language learning resulting from the approaches used when 

teaching the material, strategies of second language communication, and overgeneralization of 

semantic features and grammar rules of the target language (Grauberg, 1997, p.78).  

  

Learning strategies represent an important part in the process of forming interlanguage since they 

embrace learnersô approach to the material to be learnt and the communication strategies used while 

teaching language. Selinker et al. (2000) define learning strategies as a way to ñhelp learners 
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develop a mental grammar of the L2. It is these strategies that support a definite systematicity in 

the interlanguageò (Takac, 2008, pp.31-32). 

 

The concept of interlanguage has been studied by many researchers. Urdaneta (2011) examined 

the influence of Spanish structure on English writing and focused on the instances of literal 

translations from Spanish to English during writing. The aim of the study was to show that grammar 

classes are important to learn English writing, and that the more students are exposed to English, 

the more language acquisition will be enhanced. To achieve the purpose of the study, he used 

several instruments to collect data from twenty four students studying at UNICA University. The 

results of data analysis indicated that the influence of first language can obstruct English writing 

processes. In addition, there were four main mistakes traced in the written products which were 

word order, missing of verb to be, implicit subject, and the incorrect use of the definite article "the". 

 

Another study was conducted by Elkilic (2012) to examine the inter-lingual errors on the 

composition papers of Turkish university students. The study referred to the difficulties that 

Turkish students faced while writing such as proper word choice, grammatical structures, and other 

aspects of language resulting from the differences between Turkish and English. To achieve the 

purpose of the study, the researcher used participants from two different learning levels which were 

intermediate and upper intermediate level students. The results of data analysis indicated that the 

interference errors were word for word translation, misusing the prepositions, misusing 

uncountable nouns, omitting the indefinite article, subject-verb agreement and number, quantifier, 

and noun agreement.  

       

Moreover, Alduais (2012) carried out a contrastive mixed-methods study between the simple 

sentence structure in the form of statement of both Standard Arabic and Standard English 

depending on the contrastive analysis hypothesis as developed by Lado (1957). In data collection, 

500 simple sentences in both languages were selected randomly as samples from published 

academic sources. The results of data analysis revealed that standard Arabic showed a free-word-

order system in simple sentence structure which contrasted to Standard English that exhibited a 

fixed-word-order. Also, Arab learners faced problems with subject verb agreement in English and 

may produce ungrammatical, ill-formed, and unacceptable written sentences due to the influence 

of their first language.  

 

2.3. The process-oriented approach to writing 

The process-oriented approach to writing has been developed to focus on how writing takes place 

as opposed to the product-oriented approach which focuses on the written task as a product. Smith 

and Andrews (2011) describe the writing process as ña recursive, idiosyncratic, situation-dependent 

set of activities we engage in to produce a piece of writing. These activities are embedded within 

broader categories or phases, the hallmark of the writing process: pre-writing, writing, and 

revisingò (p.64).  

 

The theory underlying the process-oriented approach is the cognitive theory.  Selvester and 

Summers (2015) elaborate that the recursive activities include planning, translating, and reviewing. 

The writing process theory advocates integrating writing with other skills and adding a critical 

literacy perspective. In this way, ñwriting becomes a critical learning tool for exploring, 

questioning, reflecting, critiquing, and ultimately communicating thoughts and ideas that give 

adolescents greater ownership and control of their understanding of and opinions about a topicò 
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(Selvester and Summers, 2015, p.142). According to Kroll (2003), in second language writing 

classrooms, the writing process approach prompts creative strategies, multiple drafts, and 

formative feedback. 

 

 

3. Methodology 

 
The following sections will include the research questions designed to serve the purpose of this 

study, the participants involved in the study, the research instruments used to collect data, the 

procedures followed in collecting data, and the rubric used to analyze data. 

 

3.1. Research questions 

This study aims to answer the main research question: 

To what extent would teaching grammar through the context of writing improve English 

language skills? 

Sub-questions are  

1. To what extent would teaching grammar enhance learners' interlanguage? 

2. To what extent would the writing process approach improve learnersô ability to produce 
coherent output congruent with target language grammar? 

 

3.2. Participants 

The participants involved in this study include a group of university students studying an English 

course. The students are selected randomly.                         

 

 

3.3. Research Instruments 

To achieve the purpose of the study, qualitative research instruments are used. The instruments 

consist of samples of written performance collected from the benchmark test conducted at the 

beginning of the course, learnersô assignments, and paragraphs from the end-of-course exam. In all 

samples, students are asked to write a paragraph about different topics. The purpose of using 

written samples at different phases to collect data investigating the same issue is to confirm the 

validity and reliability of the results and to give a fuller picture of the issue under discussion.  

 

To analyze data, a rubric is used to evaluate studentsô writing (see Appendix 2 for the rubric). The 

rubric consists of four sections which are Content / Production, Organization and Coherence, Word 

Choice, and Language (mechanics and structure). The content section evaluates studentsô ability to 

write a well-developed topic sentence, supporting details with strong evidence (logos, ethos, and 

pathos), and a concluding sentence.  

 

The organization and coherence section evaluates studentsô use of a variety of transition words 

while introducing reasons and evidence to achieve cohesion and coherence in the text. The word 

choice section evaluates studentsô ability to use vivid words and expressions that relate to the topic, 

look natural, and accurate.  

 

Finally, the language section focuses on tracing errors in capitalization, punctuation marks (period, 

comma, exclamation mark, and question mark), spelling, grammar such as subject-verb agreement, 
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pronoun antecedent, consistency in tenses, and sentences structure (complete sentences). There are 

two reasons behind choosing this rubric. The first one is that it assesses most of the aspects that 

students need to master in order to articulate well-organized paragraphs using different types of 

sentence patterns. The second reason is that this rubric includes the topics that are taught in the 

course such as punctuation and grammar. By analyzing language mechanics and structure, 

studentsô writing should reflect their ability to use their knowledge of Basic English grammar rules 

in writing grammatically correct sentences. 

 

3.4. Procedures of collecting data 

The procedures of collecting data for this study include the following steps: in week three of the 

English course, students took the Benchmark test as a diagnostic test to assess their levels. The 

questions included paragraph writing, summary writing, conditional sentences, passive voice, 

perfect and present tense. (See Appendix 1 for the complete questions of the Benchmark test). 

Throughout the course, students were taught grammar topics which were parts of speech (verbs, 

nouns, adjectives, and adverbs). tenses (present, past, perfect, and future), subject-verb agreement 

(indefinite pronouns, compound subject, phrases between the subject and the verb, collective 

nouns, plural nouns, there is / there are, and donôt / doesnôt), active /passive voice, parallel structure, 

punctuation marks, fragment, run-on, wordy, and stringy snetences. For each of the previous 

grammar topics, there was a writing task. Students were asked to write a reflection, a short story, 

descriptive and expository paragraphs. Samples of studentsô assignments and projects were also 

collected.  

 

The purpose of these writing tasks is to enable students to see how language works in a meaningful 

context. While writing assignments and projects, the writing process was used to enhance their 

writing by giving them the chance to check content and language. After writing the draft, students 

revised the unity of ideas, their use of cohesive devices, language mechanics and the appropriate 

punctuation marks. By the end of the course, an exam was conducted and students were asked to 

write paragraphs about various topics.         

 

 

4. Data analysis 

 
The samples that will be presented and analyzed in this section are related to four students selected 

randomly. The process of analyzing data includes interpreting the evaluation process conducted 

using the rubric. The analysis will focus on language mechanics mainly punctuation and 

capitalization, structure of sentence such as using complete sentences (no fragment or run-on 

sentences), third person singular, different types of sentences (simple, compound, and complex), 

and subject-verb agreement (singular subject takes singular verb and plural subject takes plural 

verb). 

 

Since the benchmark test is conducted at the beginning of the course, students depend on their 

background knowledge of grammar to write their paragraphs. In addition, students have no idea 

about the structure of the paragraph which consists of topic sentence, supporting detail, and a 

concluding sentence. This is clear in the samples of the benchmark test which show a very short 

text with punctuation and capitalization mistakes. 
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Samples of Benchmark Test 

 

Student 1 

The advantages of english language are many such as it can be used as a main language in 

an organization through which communication can become easy as in an organization people 

are from different backgrounds and speak different languages. Secondly, it also helps in the 

education system as it becomes more easy for student to communicate and make a sentence, 

paragraph, summary as well as helps in higher education. 

 

Student 2 

English became one of the most important langane of the communites, It is the way we 

communicate with with the person so learning English is very important to all ages .In our 

life now we see that 80% of our kids can speak English because of the high knowlage The 

advantage s of learning English is to communicate  

 

Student 3: 

The advantage of learning English is that its the most common language known in the middle 

east, it connect people to understand each other and its a well known language around the 

world. amount of data in a relatively small space. Because of this, offices need less storage 

space to store equipment such as file cabinets and supply closets.   

 

Student 4:  

Learning a new language always have a great impact on the learner. And learning English is 

like opening a door to the future, were English is considered to be the most spoken language 

around the world. As it is the language used to communicate worldwide.  The vast majority 

of companies require English as a very important factor for choosing their employees , were 

as an example in a company e-mails are usually in English. Most universities use English in 

their curriculum to easily attract students from many different places. Furthermore , in most 

countries English is taken as a second language beside the mother one. Overall, the one who 

is lucky is the one who take into consideration improving English, because in our era to be 

an ignorant is directly connected with being not able to use English!  

 

 

The above samples of the benchmark test display the following errors in subject-verb agreement, 

structure of sentence, word choice, spelling, and word choice as in the following examples:  

Student 1: sentence structure and capitalization: The advantages of english language are many such 

as it can be used as a main language in an organization through which communication can become 

easy as in an organization people are from different backgrounds and speak different languages. 

 

Comparative form of adjective: ñas it becomes more easy for studentò instead of ñas it becomes 

easier for studentò  

Student 3: word choice: ñits the most common languageò instead of ñit is the most common..ò  
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Student 4: subject-verb agreement: ñLearning a new language always have a great impactò instead 

of ñLearning a new language always has éñthe one who take into considerationò instead of ñthe 

one who takes éò. 

Word choice ñwere English is consideredò instead of ñwhere English is consideredò 

 

 

Samples of end-of-course exam: 

Student 1:  
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Student 2:  
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Student 3: 
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Student 4:  

 

   
 

 

After teaching students grammar topics such as tenses, types of sentences, the structure of the 

paragraph, and punctuation, studentsô writing started improving. As the samples from the end-of 

course exam show, learners become able to write extended paragraphs with different types of 

sentences. However, there are still mistakes in subject-verb agreement, punctuation, and 

capitalization. 
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Samples of assignments: 

Student 1: 

There are many different ways in which the UAE promotes and guides the Emirati women. 

Firstly, excessive preference is given to teaching more and more Emirati women and 

attention is given on broadening their proficiency rate. This was accomplished by executing 

free learning for them in public schools, colleges and institutes. They even proposed a law 

(Article 17 of the UAEôs constitution) that fixates on providing obligatory education at the 

fundamental stages. They began to comprehend the buildup this brought in the economy and 

in the literacy rate and subsequently proposed a new law which made it mandatory for Emirati 

children to start schooling at the age of 6 and remain in school until they have completed 

grade 12 or reach the age of 18 whichever comes first. One aforesaid program was initiated 

by H.H Sheikh Mohammad with the desire to make the UAE amid the most innovative 

nations in the world which was the UAE National innovation strategy that was initiated as it 

was perceived that innovation was a keystone for social and economic accumulation, this 

strategy concentrated on seven sectors one of which was education. For example, with the 

help of this law UAE women have achieved outstanding progress accounting for over 70 

percent of university graduates. Moreover, 77% of Emirati women enroll in higher education 

after secondary school and make up 70% of all university graduates in the UAE and 56% of 

UAE government university graduates in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

(STEM) are women and the literacy rate of women in the UAE is 95.8%.  Secondly, the UAE 

also commends the performance of Emirati women by celebrating Emirati womenôs day 

under the theme ñwomen emulating Zayedñ which wishes to hail the efforts of Emirati 

women who play different roles as well as celebrate international womenôs day and as well 

as decided to host the womenôs economic empowerment global summit (WEEGS) in order 

to extend their legitimate acknowledgement and indebtedness to women in all locations and 

fields for their evident contributions to the renewal and development of the nation. There are 

numerous ways in which the UAE aids and associates the Emirati women. 

 

Student 2:  

For a long time, the UAE was a melting pot of cultures with more than 200 nationalities, 

which they now refer to as their homeland. Due to this variation of cultures in the UAE, it is 

known to have a diverse society. The heritage of the UAE is reflected in the customs and 

traditions handed down from generation to generation. Sports in UAE are an actively 

promoted pursuit for the love of the game not only because of its health benefits but also 

because of its additional roles as an entertainer and cultural connection among people. First, 

Falcon is the most popular sport in the UAE. It represents courage and strength that are two 

essential elements of Emirati culture and all that it represents. It had grown so strong over 

the years. Due to its importance in the culture of the UAE, two specialist hospitals to take 

care of these magnificent birds are available that includes; Dubai Falcon Hospital and Abu 

Dhabi Falcon Hospital. Falcon is used for hunting in the desert and the growth of a noble 

sport. With the sport's increasing popularity, Falcons can cost between Dhs 2,000 and Dhs 

50,000. They even need their passport to travel outside the country. Second, Camels are one 

of the important parts of the culture of the Emirates dating back to its roots. Camels are said 

to be God's gifts to Bedouin in the past because these animals often made life in the desert 

possible and provided everything including; transportation, clothing, and even food. Camels 

are today a symbol of local culture; the UAE now has extensive camel racing tracks, with a 

total of 15 different tracks across the country. Many of these tracks are large and fully 
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equipped facilities including; Al Wathba that is located in Abu Dhabi, the Camel Racing 

Club located in Dubai, Ras Al Khaimah, Sharjah, and Umm Al Quwain are also situated in 

camel racing grounds. Third, The Arabian horse for its rich bloodline is recognizable all over 

the world and is one of the oldest breeds of horses. Horse racing is, therefore, an essential 

part of Arabian life. There are various tournaments and courses for learners. Equipment for 

horseman sports can be found in all clubs where sport can take a form of leisure activity. 

 Being a dry land, sport in the UAE is associated with desert sand, where camels, horses, 

and falcon are being the most important sports in the UAE. Not forgetting football and 

beach soccer that is being practiced everywhere in the UAE. 

    

Student 3:  

Customer-supplier relationship is a business relation that businesses have with their 

customers and suppliers. Customers and suppliers play an important part in the success of a 

business. The purpose of a business is to provide products or services for its customers. And 

the way a business succeeds is by getting customers, maintaining customers and growing 

customers. It can be seen as simple as no customers, no business. So, it is important for 

businesses to focus on their relationship with their customers and make sure they are satisfied 

and develop loyalty with them. This will help companies to fulfil their business goals and 

grow. In Japanese, quality is translated to ñokyakusamaò, which means customer or an 

honorable guest in English. This shows how much businesses around the world value their 

customers and work on meeting and exceeding their customersô expectations. And for a 

business to provide goods to their customers, they need materials and other resources to 

produce them. This is why it important for a business to focus on the quality of their 

relationship with the supplier. Having a good relationship with suppliers can help a business 

in many ways like getting better quality materials and receiving materials at discounted 

prices. This makes the quality of relationship with suppliers directly linked to the quality of 

a businessô goods and services, which affects the quality that the customers receive. A 

business must always develop their products and services with the customerôs needs in mind, 

which is vital to keep and grow customers. And by having a strong relationship with 

suppliers, businesses can easily communicate with providers when customersô demands 

change.  

 

Student 4:                                       

Life without the Internet is nearly impossible to imagine. It has been the worldôs most 

powerful tool. All our daily tasks either directly or indirectly heavily rely on the access to the 

Internet. It is with the help of the internet that there has been a revolutionary change in the 

development of the society. Its impact has been manifested through the advancements made 

in the fields of education, medicine, business, law, health, entertainment along with the 

economic, global and political changes in the economy. Education has become online with 

the grace of virtual teaching platforms that brings the students and the teachers closer 

regardless of their geographical location different and we are able to access the internet for 

many informative contents and blogs in our daily life. Hospitals can now keep digital version 

of their patientôs records and medical history. It has also helped doctors connect to their 

patients and to each other and provide instant resolutions to important matters regarding the 

health of the patients e.g., The Cleveland Clinic in Abu Dhabi provides its staff with wireless 

microphone connection so that every nurse and doctor in the hospital are connected no matter 

far they are from each other. Also, heartbeat and fitness trackers are available on smart 
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phones along with help apps for addicts. Governments have launched many initiatives for the 

common welfare of the society and that includes providing social services and  introducing 

the smart government, citizens now can report accidents online, and pay their speeding 

violations and road penalty bills online e.g. Dubai has launched the Dubai Police App that 

helps making all transactions 100% digitized. The internet has also played a major role in 

connecting us to our family, friends, colleagues in our daily life and has provided instant 

exchange of news and keeping up to their updates with the invention of smart phones and 

social media platforms i.e. Instagram, Snapchat, WhatsApp etc. It has also expanded our 

social circle by providing easy access to anyoneôs digital profiles and seeking for jobs etc. 

through LinkedIn. Entertainment is another important feature that has been enhanced with 

the internet e.g. Children can watch online cartoons while parents surf on Netflix and gamers 

find their new passion and music lovers download new playlists, the internet has variety of 

things for different tastes of people and they can either utilize their time on the internet in a 

productive manner or vice versa. Internet surfing can sometimes turn into an obsession for 

some segments of the society however keeping a balance is a must requirement in order to 

lead a healthy and unsophisticated life. In conclusion, it can be said that the internet casts a 

large influence on the behavior of the individuals in a society and has played a vital role in 

the growth of the economy. 

 

 

The assignments demonstrate a better understanding of the grammar topics and the structure of 

paragraph. Using the process-approach helps students plan, write, revise, and edit their work to 

ensure no grammar or punctuation mistakes. 

 

 

5. The results 

 
The following section will present the results of data analysis through relating to the research 

questions and the literature review addressed earlier in this study.  

 

To what extent would teaching grammar through the context of writing improve English 

language skills? 

Sub-questions are  

1. To what extent would teaching grammar enhance learners' interlanguage? 

2. To what extent would the writing process approach improve learnersô ability to produce 
coherent output congruent with target language grammar? 

 

 

Research question 1:  

To what extent would teaching grammar enhance learners' interlanguage? 

This question will be addressed by comparing the results of analyzing the benchmark test samples 

with the end-of-course assessment samples. The results of data analysis assert that teaching 

particular grammar topics accommodated to studentsô needs and providing them with 

communicative practices of these topics enhance to a large extent learnerôs interlanguage. The 

analysis shows that students use different types of sentences in the end-of-course in comparison to 

their sentences in the benchmark test. This demonstrates studentsô mastering of the types of 
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sentences and their function. Concerning subject-verb agreement concept as represented by using 

the third person singular, it is clear that errors are available in the benchmark test as well as in the 

end-of-course samples where learners wrote extended paragraphs. Finally, in relation to 

consistency between tenses, students shifted smoothly between present and past tense while writing 

their paragraphs.  

 

The results of analyzing our data can be related to the theoretical framework discussed earlier. As 

stated in the literature section, learnerôs interlanguage is affected by different cognitive processes 

(Grauberg, 1997), and one of them is related to the strategies of language learning and the 

approaches used when teaching the material. During the course, learners were involved in 

communicative activities to boost their understanding of the grammar topics and improve their 

abilities to use them in a meaningful context as stated earlier by Takac (2008, pp.31-32) ñgrammar 

learning strategies, i.e. learning strategies that help learners to develop a mental grammar of the 

L2. It is these strategies that support a definite systematicity in the interlanguageò.  

 

Also, the results of data analysis relate to the functional grammar theory discussed in the literature 

review. Studentsô samples show their understanding of how language works (Feng, 2013), and how 

paragraphs are structured. Learners write texts not only for the English course but also for other 

subjects, and in the case of other subjects they write extended texts. The results of our data analysis 

can be explained by the words of Azar (2007) who states that ñalong with an understanding of the 

nature of language, one of the principal benefits of GBT is that it helps students gain an 

understanding of grammar conceptsò (pp.1-2).   

 

However, samples from both assessments show errors in punctuation and capitalization. Despite 

the fact that leaners study these two topics at school and later in the English course at the university, 

they still need to concentrate more on using appropriate punctuation marks in their writing. The 

results in our study match to some extent the results of the study conducted by Urdaneta (2011) 

which assert that grammar classes are important to learn English writing and that the more students 

are exposed to English, the more language acquisition will be enhanced.     

 

Research question 2:  

To what extent would the writing process approach improve learnersô ability to produce coherent 

output congruent with target language grammar? 

 

This research question will be answered by comparing the samples of exams with the samples of 

the assignments. The results of analyzing studentsô written performance indicate that the process 

approach increases learnersô abilities to produce well-organized and grammatically correct 

paragraphs in comparison to the paragraphs written in both tests. After writing the draft, students 

receive constructive feedback and are given the chance to check their language. This is related to 

what Kroll (2003) has proved in his study that in second language writing classrooms, the writing 

process approach prompts creative strategies, multiple drafts, and formative feedback.  

 

The analysis of learnersô assignments demonstrates a deeper understanding of the usage of different 

types of sentences, subject-verb agreement, third person singular, punctuation marks, and 

capitalization. This is justified by the fact that students followed the process-oriented approach. 

They brainstormed ideas, wrote their outlines, completed the draft, and then received the feedback. 

The process of writing, revising, and editing enables learners to identify their errors and correct 
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them. Also, this process clarifies the points of weakness that students need to overcome and find 

suitable solutions. Whether students work in groups or as individuals, the feedback focuses on the 

organization of ideas, sentence structure, and tenses.      

 

The main question: To what extent would teaching grammar through the context of writing 

improve English language skills? 

 

The answer of this question relates to the three dimensions of the theoretical framework introduced 

earlier which are functional grammar theory, learnersô interlanguage, and the process-oriented 

approach. In the functional grammar theory, Thompson (1996) illuminates the three components 

of functional grammar, and one of these components is using language where learners ñorganize 

messages in ways which indicate how they fit in with the other messages around them and with the 

wider context in which we are talking or writing (cited in Feng, 2013, p.87). The results of 

analyzing samples of the assignments and end-of-course writing reflect the benefits of using 

functional grammar theory as a teaching strategy while delivering the material. Moreover, the 

results imply that teaching students the assigned grammar topics for this course and backing each 

topic with a writing task would enhance studentsô interlanguage and show students how language 

works in a meaningful context.  

 

As for the last dimension of the theoretical framework, it is obvious that integrating teaching 

grammar with the writing process approach enables students to improve their written performance. 

Learners revise and edit both content and language. This was evident in samples of assignments 

more than testsô samples, since the mechanics and structure mistakes were less in the assignments 

than in the exam samples. This means that teaching grammar through the context of writing was 

effective, but it would be more beneficial if teaching grammar was mingled with the writing process 

approach. 

 

 

6. Implications on learning and teaching English 

As indicated in the previous section, the results of data analysis prove the positive outcomes of the 

study by exhibiting a progress in studentsô performance in English. The findings can be used to 

provide recommendations on how to enhance teaching grammar through the context of writing to 

adapt to learnersô needs and levels. These recommendations may inspire teachers to adopt effective 

teaching techniques to overcome the difficulties Arab students face while studying grammar, 

particularly third-person singular and consistency in using tenses.  

 

In addition, instructors are advised to use the process approach while teaching writing especially 

writing assignments and projects to enable students to identify their mistakes and correct them. 

One aspect of improving learnersô English language is data analysis. Teachers could utilize 

analyzing studentsô writings to recognize the problems that they face in learning English, and then 

work to find solutions for these problems during prepared classroom activities.  

 

The call for authentic materials to be used in classroom for the different skills of English has proved 

its effectiveness in enriching the learning material as Berwald (1987, p.1) states that they "contain 

current language on all topics imaginable and provide constant reinforcement of grammatical forms 

learned in the classroom. In addition to containing traditional vocabulary learned in the early stages 
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of language instruction, they may contain neologism as well as extensive vocabulary for sports, 

politics, cooking, music and other topical areas." 
  

7. Conclusion 

This study focuses on evaluating the effectiveness of teaching grammar through the context of 

writing. The data gathered to answer the research questions consists of samples of written 

performance collected at different stages of the course and includes samples of benchmark test, 

end-of-course test, and assignments. The analysis of studentsô written performance reveals the 

positive effects of teaching grammar through the context of writing especially if mingled with the 

process oriented approach. The study recommends that instructors use the process approach in 

writing assignments and projects to enable students to identify their mistakes and correct them.  

 

8. Limitations of the study 

This study is limited to the data collected from a particular number of students. The study 

concentrates mainly on evaluating the effectiveness of teaching grammar through the context of 

writing. Particular grammar topics are assigned for this course to suit studentsô needs since they 

study different subjects. As a result, other grammar topics may not be useful and practical to 

accommodate to studentsô levels and needs.           

 

9. Future research 

It is recommended that a longitudinal further research is conducted on the effectiveness of teaching 

grammar through the context of writing to enhance learnersô English language. A wider range of 

written performance samples might be collected and analyzed to enable the researcher to generate 

further recommendations to improve English teaching strategies and the learning process.   
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Appendix 1: Questions of the benchmark test 

 
1) Paragraph Writing: Write a short paragraph about the following topic: 

The advantages of learning English 

 

2) Summary: Summarize the following passage: 

Computers have become a necessity for both small and large businesses today. It takes a computer 

less than a second to retrieve information that takes a person several hours to obtain. It is for this 

reason that banks, airlines, and fast food restaurants rely so heavily on them. In addition, computers 

can store large amounts of data in a relatively small space. Because of this, offices need less storage 

space equipment such as file cabinets and supply closets. 

 

3) Conditional 

Complete the following sentence with the suitable form of verb between brackets. 

If you had told me about your problem, I _____________________________(help) you. 

 

4) Passive Voice 

Complete the following sentence with the correct form of verb between brackets. Use passive 

voice. 

The car _________________(steal) before the police had arrived.  

 

5) Passive Voice 

Complete the following sentence with the correct form of verb between brackets. Use passive 

voice. 

The car _________________(steal) before the police had arrived.  

 

6) Perfect Tense 

Complete the following sentence with the correct form of verb between brackets. Use perfect 

tense. 

Salim ________________(work) in London for 10 years. 

 

7) Present Tense 

Complete the following sentence with the suitable form of verb between brackets. 

Ahmad or his brother _______ (play) tennis every day. 
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Appendix 2: Rubrics for Paragraph Writing   
 

Criteria  Exemplary  Meeting Approaching Insufficient  Score  

C
o

n
te

n
t 
/ 
P

ro
d

u
c
ti
o

n
 

Take a clear position 

and supports it 

consistently with well-

focused topic sentence, 

well-developed specific 

details and a concluding 

sentence, persuasive 

techniques logos, ethos, 

and pathos are all 

present and powerful, 

each appeal is used 

throughout the content 

effectively 

Take a clear position 

and support it with 

clear topic sentence, 

mostly specific 

details and a 

concluding sentence, 

persuasive 

techniques logos, 

ethos, and pathos are 

present but are not 

effectively used 

Take a position 

and provide with a 

topic sentence, 

general supporting 

details, and a 

conclusion that 

does not restate the 

topic, only one 

rhetorical appeal is 

used 

Attempts to take 

a position but not 

clear, provide 

minimal 

supporting 

details, no 

concluding 

sentence, and no 

persuasive 

techniques are 

used 

2 

O
rg

a
n

iz
a

ti
o

n
 

a
n

d
 C

o
h

e
re

n
c
e The writer has a variety 

of transition words or 

phrases effectively 

introduce reasons and 

evidence within the 

paragraph.  

The writer has three 

or more transition 

words or phrases, 

introduce reasons and 

evidence within the 

paragraph.  

The writer has one 

or two transition 

words or phrases, 

introduce reasons 

and evidence 

within the 

paragraph. 

The writer needs 

transition words 

or phrases. 

 

1 

W
o

rd
 c

h
o

ic
e 

The author uses vivid 

words and phrases. The 

choice and placement 

of words seems 

accurate, natural, and 

not forced.  

The author uses vivid 

words and phrases. 

The choice and 

placement of words 

is inaccurate at times 

and/or seems 

overdone. 

The author uses 

words that 

communicate 

clearly, but the 

writing lacks 

variety. 

The writer uses a 

limited 

vocabulary. 

Jargon or clichés 

may be present 

and detract from 

the meaning. 

1 

L
a

n
g

u
a

g
e
 (

m
e
c
h

a
n

ic
s
 

a
n

d
 s

tr
u

c
tu

re
) 

The writer has few if 

any errors in 

capitalization, usage, 

punctuation, spelling or 

grammar. Errors do not 

interfere with 

readability. 

The writer has some 

errors in 

capitalization, usage, 

punctuation, spelling 

or grammar. Errors 

do not interfere with 

readability. 

The writer has 

many errors in 

capitalization, 

usage, punctuation, 

spelling or 

grammar. Errors 

interfere somewhat 

with readability. 

The writer has 

significant errors 

in capitalization, 

usage, 

punctuation, 

spelling or 

grammar. Errors 

interfere 

significantly 

with readability. 

1 

Total             5 
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Abstract 
 

Background: Assessment management systems for integrated medical curricula must contain 

several key features in order to allow medical educators and assessors to develop, maintain, conduct 

and evaluate assessments properly. We have developed an Assessment Management System 

(AMS) to manage and maintain its question bank as well as create, conduct and evaluate its 

assessments. Requirement analysis was conducted to determine key features needed to develop, 

maintain, conduct and evaluate Multiple-Choice Question (MCQ) assessments in an integrated 

medical curriculum. 

 

Results:  Requirements analysis revealed that user-friendly, security, and user access control are 

top priority.  Key features include collecting tagged questions in a question bank, standard setting 

assessments, linking questions to learning outcomes, conducting assessments, collating and 

disseminating results including question psychometrics, giving feedback to students and question 

writers, and generating assessments using the question bank and examination blueprints.  The AMS 

has been developed in-house based on this requirements analysis using a web-based, database-

driven platform. 

 

Discussion:  The system has been used at the college for over 2,000 MCQ-type assessments from 

2010 to 2019. The question bank is utilized by faculty to create assessments, standard set, map 

questions to course outcomes, and analyze results using psychometrics. A Team-Based Learning 

and Assessment module has also been added. 

 

Conclusion:  Keeping in mind that reliable information gathering and interaction with eventual 

users is vital to the effective design of the system, it is possible to develop a secure and 

customizable online assessment management system for medical schools that is earnestly used and 

accepted, satisfies the needs of assessment management, and conforms to medical education and 

assessment principles. 
 

Take-home message: Tagging of questions, standard setting, linking of question to learning 

outcomes, and generating examinations based on blueprints are some of the priorities in an 

integrated medical curriculum assessment system. 
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Executive Summary 

Background: The occurrence of breast cancer is expanding and its diagnosis is unfortunately 

usually done in our condition with prognosis at levels which are lower that what are considered to 

be standard. Breast self-assessment (BSE) stays a significant tool in diagnosis for the early 

detection of breast cancer in a community that is constrained of resources. Female university 

students in Abuja, the federal capital of Nigeria, are in a position to be well educated on the benefits 

of the tool if they are not already aware and they may also serve as ambassadors of the movement. 

BSE is a relatively simple diagnostic method that requires no financial commitment, no need for 

special tools and is also non-invasive.  

Objectives: This research paper explores the knowledge, attitudes and believes surrounding BSE 

among female university students residing in Abuja with respect to the number that actively 

practice BSE, method used and the frequency of BSE. 
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Materials and Methods: The examination is a case-study investigation of female university 

students residing in Abuja and are utilizing BSE. The research can be framed as a survey research. 

Respondents were chosen by means of the implementation of stratified random sampling. The data 

collected were on socio-demographic profile, information, disposition and practice of BSE. The 

connections between these elements were considered.  

 

Results: All the female university students examined know about BSE, with some of them actually 

putting it into practice. There is poor information on its timing, frequency and method. Only about 

half of the respondents practice BSE month to month, and none of the respondents can precisely 

depict the method used in carrying out BSE. The rate at which BSE is practiced is very low even 

with those exposed to knowledge about it. 

  

Conclusion: There is a widespread sense of awareness among the female university students to the 

BSE, with inauspicious consciousness of its motivation, method, timing, and frequency among 

them being examined. In any case, there is a great deal of excitement to urge others to do it. In this 

way, female university students should be likewise additionally trained and taught about the 

system. The hypothesis is disproven because female university students have the knowledge but 

have negative attitudes towards it which result from fear and a lack of practice resulting from a 

lack of comfort. 

 

 

Introduction 

 
Breast cancer is a noteworthy public health concern in both developing and developed countries. 

Breast cancer is a threatening tumor that starts from the cells of the breast. It happens for the most 

part in women, however men can likewise be affected. The occurrence of breast cancer is 

expanding in the developing countries because of increment in life expectancy, increment in 

urbanization and appropriation of western lifestyles. Albeit some risk decrease may be 

accomplished with counteractive action, these methodologies can't dispose of most of breast 

cancers that develop in low-and middle income countries where breast cancer is found in late stages 

(WHO, 2011). In this way, early detection so as to improve breast cancer result and survival 

remains the foundation of breast cancer control.  

 

Breast cancer normally creates no symptoms when the tumor is little and most effectively treated, 

which is the reason screening is significant for early detection. The most normal physical sign is 

an easy protuberance. Now and then breast cancer spreads to underarm lymph nodes and causes a 

protuberance or swelling, even before the first breast tumor is huge enough to be felt. Less basic 

signs and symptoms incorporate breast pain or increased weight; persevering changes, for example, 

swelling, thickening, or redness of the skin; and areola or nipple anomalies, for example, 

unconstrained discharge (particularly bloody), disintegration, or withdrawal (American Cancer 

Society, 2017). Any determined change in the breast ought to be assessed by a doctor at the earliest 

opportunity.  

 

University students, by the idea that they are of higher intellect than their less educated pairs assume 

a novel job in being ambassadors of positive attitudes and believes especially in areas that have to 

do with their wellbeing and health. This includes the early detection of breast cancer, risk factors 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































