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|l nvestigating the effectivenes:
t hceont ext of writing

Rehab Helmi Albakri
Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University, Dubai, UAE

Abstract

This study examines the impact of teachingmgnar through the context of writing on improving students'
performance in English. The rationale for doitings study is that teaching grammar to Arab students is important to

improve their interlanguage and help them identify how English language wogksnieaningful context. Students

need to learn the grammatical system of English and recognize the ersiroinnvhich the linguistic forms function.

To achieve the purpose of this study, a qualitative research is conducted on a group of university studigng an

English course. The literature review sheds light on the main theories related to gramanerriing which are

|l earnerdés interlanguage, {ouemtedtappooach o wriinga mma r and the pi
The dat a c¢ ons i entpeformdnce<dllactddeandifferent stages of the course. The research instruments
include a benchmark $€conducted at the beginning of the course and an exam conducted at the end of the course. In

both tests, students are asked to write a paragragubifferent topics. Moreover, throughout the course, students

are doing a writing task related to the gnanar topics taught such as tenses and punctuation. Also, through using the

writing process approach, students study the basics of writing gramnhaticatect, wellstructured, and meaningful
paragraphs. Data anal ysi s ciotmpberictsnark testto their aritiigingheenl u dent s ¢
course exam using rubric.

The results of data analysis prove the positive outcomes ofthestbdy i ndi cating a progress i
in English. The findings will be used to provide recandations on how to enhance teaching grammar through the
cont ext of writing to adapt to | earner s acmes ¢odadoptand | e

effective teaching techniques to overcome the difficulties Arab students face whilegsgrdmmar, particularly
third-person singular and consistency in using tenses. In addition, instructors are advised to use the process approach
while teaching writing especially writing assignments and projects to enable students to identify thdie sréstd

correct them.

Keywords:processoriented approach, English skills, Arab learners, punctuation, tenses, rubric, and context

1. Introduction

English is considered one of the most important languages that students need to learn and achieve

a good level of accuracy and fluency when using it. English becomes essential when they get to

the university since the language of instruction at masewities is English. Teaching grammar

as a part of |l earning English | anguage is cen
identify how English | anguage works in a meatl
important aspect of gramanteaching is that it helps learners discover the nature of language, i.e.,

that language consists of predictable patterns that make what we say, read, hear, and write

intelligiblyo (p.2). Hinkel and Fottaskswifil@ 008) |
|l earning grammar . They indicate that Anoticin
they occur often | ead to | earnersdé increased
second and foreign | anguageo (p. 14)

6
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On the otherthard, writing represents one of the vital skills in the English language learning
process. Flower and Hayes (1980, p. 40) conceptualize writing as a "strategic action where writers
employ strategies to juggle with the constraints of composing". It iSdmed by researchers

(White & Arndt, 1991) as a means of communication because through writing people share ideas

and defend their opinions. For second language learners, writing is the most difficult English skill
since as described by Tangpermpoon (20@8&rners should have "a certain amount of L2
background knowledge about the rhetorical organization, appropriate language use or specific

|l exicon with which they want to communicate t

The purpose of the study is to investigdtte inpact of teaching grammar through the context of
writing. Richards (2002) explores the usefulness of grammar learning when engaged in

communicative tasks. He highlights the fact th
when they work wh cetain types of tasks, task work needs to be focused and carefully designed
in order to |l ead to the acquisition of gramma

Despite the fact that reading and vocabulary are necessary to understand what yhésastgls

need to write grammatically correct assignments not only to pass the English course but also to do
tasks related to other subjects. The study aims to assess the effectiveness and suitability of teaching
grammar topics, such as tenses, subjedbagreement, and passive voice through the context of
writing to adapt to studentsd needs. To achie
functional theory of grammar, |l earnerd6s inter
Thecat a consists of studentsdé written perfor mar
studying an English course. The samples will be gathered at different stages of the course to

monitor the progress i n st und.dhetesulisofiapalyangthe i n b
data will be used to provide recommendations on how to enhance teaching grammar through the
context of writing to adapt to |l earnerso6 need:

2. Literature review

The theoretical framework includedgr i d of the functional theory
interlanguage, and the writing process approach.

2.1 Functional Grammar

Of all the theories developed about grammar, this study focuses on functional grammar theory
since it examines the grammaticgtiucture of language and entire communicative situation.
Functional grammar is a model developed by Halliday in the 1960s. The reason behind choosing
functional grammar theory is that it contributes to the functional paradigm of language. Hengeveld

(1997)defi nes functi onal grammar theory as expl ain
linguistic expressions in terms of their functionality with respect to the ways in which these

expressions are usedo (p. 3)ondg&mmartheary foouses Fe n g
on how | anguage works in different social sit

beyond the level of the sentence, how different texts are structured, and how language varies to suit
the purposep.&Ff the userso
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The importance of the knowledge of second language grammar comes from the fact that learners
need not only to comprehend but atsoproduce understandable output consistent with target
language norms (Ellis, 1997). Since target language norensaamplicated and include many
features, language instructors should be selective when deciding the norms that achieve
intermediate and advanced linguistic skills and increase their interactional experience in the target
language. Hinkel and Fotos (2008fert o t he poi nt that Amany <c¢l as
participating in interactions and activities that lead to increased output contributes to learner
internalization of L2 knowledgeo (p. 7).

According to Halliday (1994), functional grammar isauml grammar in which everything can

be explained by relating it to how language is used. He believes that language consists of three
components called mefanctions. These components include the ideational meaning (to
understand the environment), tikeipersonal (to act on the others in it), and the textual meaning.
Thompson (1996) illuminates the three components of functional grammar as follows:

1) We use language to talk about our experience of the world, including the world in our
minds, to desibe events and states and the entities involved in them.

2) We also use language to interact with other people, to establish and maintain relation
with them, to influence their behavior, to express our own viewpoint on things in the world,
and to elicitor change theirs. 3) Finally, in using language, we organize our messages in
ways which indicate how they fit in with the other messages around themitnthe

wider context in which we are talking or writing (cited in Feng, 2013, p.87).

For the pupose of our study, the concepts of functional grammar will be used as the theoretical
framework that helps us evaluate the effectiveness of the graropies tn the course and the
teaching strategies adopted i nEnglishdaonduagedkillst he s e

2.2. Interlanguage

The Interlanguage theory focuses on a language created by learners of a second language. It
assumes thai an acti ve and independent l earning mi.
grappling with a new langgae 0 (Frith, 1977, p.155). Sel in
interlanguage since 1972 as the first attempt to explain second language learning procass from
cognitive point of view. Interlanguage refers
way to full target | anguage competenceo (EI I i:
five central cognitive processes which are rules iggms transferred from the first language,

transfer of training, strategies of language learning tiegufrom the approaches used when
teaching the material, strategies of second language communication, and overgeneralization of
semantic features andagnmar rules of the target language (Grauberg, 1997, p.78).

Learning strategies represent an impdrfaart in the process of forming interlanguage since they
embrace | earnersdé approach to the matehileal to
teaching |l anguage. Selinker et al . (2000) de
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develop a mental grammar of the L2. It is these strategies that support a definite systematicity in
the interlanguag82) (Takac, 2008, pp. 31

The concepof interlanguage has been studied by many researchers. Urdaneta (2011) examined
the influence of Spash structure on English writing and focused on the instances of literal
translations from Spanish to English during writing. The aim of the study waswothat grammar
classes are important to learn English writing, and that the more students aeddrpBaglish,

the more language acquisition will be enhanced. To achieve the purpose of the study, he used
several instruments to collect data from teyefour students studying at UNICA University. The
results of data analysis indicated that the infleeoicfirst language can obstruct English writing
processes. In addition, there were four main mistakes traced in the written products which were
word orcer, missing of verb to be, implicit subject, and the incorrect use of the definite article "the".

Another study was conducted by EIkili@012) to examine the intdéingual errors on the
composition papers of Turkish university students. The study referred to the difficulties that
Turkish students faced while writing such as proper word choice, gramnsaticalres, and other
aspects ofanguage resulting from the differences between Turkish and English. To achieve the
purpose of the study, the researcher used participants from two different learning levels which were
intermediate and upper intermediaggd| students. The results of datealysis indicated that the
interference errors were word for word translation, misusing the prepositions, misusing
uncountable nouns, omitting the indefinite article, subyecb agreement and number, quantifier,

and nain agreement.

Moreover, Atuais (2012) carried out a contrastive mixedthods study between the simple
sentence structure in the form of statement of both Standard Arabic and Standard English
depending on the contrastive analysis hypothesis adaped by Lado (1957). In data lealtion,

500 simple sentences in both languages were selected randomly as samples from published
academic sources. The results of data analysis revealed that standard Arabic showedrd-free
order system in simple sentenstructure which contrasted ttagdard English that exhibited a
fixed-word-order. Also, Arab learners faced problems with subject verb agreement in English and
may produce ungrammatical,-fbrmed, and unacceptable written sentences due to the irgluenc

of their first language.

2.3.The processoriented approach to writing

The proces@riented approach to writing has been developed to focus on how writing takes place

as opposed to the produmtiented approach which focuses on the written task asdaig Smith

and Andrews (2011)dec r i be t he writing proces s-dependeiita r e c
set of activities we engage in to produce a piece of writing. These activities are embedded within
broader categories or phases, the hallmdrkhe writing process: preriting, writing, and
revisingo (p.64).

The theory underlying the processented approach is the cognitive theory. Selvester and
Summers (2015) elaborate that the recursive activities include planning, translating, amdgevie
The writing process theorydaocates integrating writing with other skills and adding a critical

|l iteracy perspective. I n t his way, Awriting
questioning, reflecting, critiquing, and ultimately commutiga thoughts and ideas that give
adol escents greater ownership and control of

9
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(Selvester and Summers, 2015, p.142). According to Kroll (2003), in second language writing
classrooms, the writing processpapach prompts creative strategiasultiple drafts, and
formative feedback.

3. Methodology

The following sections will include the research questions designed to serve the purpose of this
study, the participants involved in the study, the researchumstts used to collect dathe
procedures followed in collecting data, and the rubric used to analyze data.

3.1. Research questions
This study aims to answer the main research question:
To what extent would teaching grammar through the context of writhg improve English
language skis?
Subquestions are
1. To what extent would teaching grammar enhance learners' interlanguage?
2. To what extent would the writing process aj
coherent output congruent with target laagel grammar?

3.2. Participans
The participants involved in this study include a group of university students studying an English
course. The students are selected randomly.

3.3. Research Instruments

To achieve the purpose of teeudy, qualitative researchstruments are used. The instruments

consist of samples of written performance collected from the benchmark test conducted at the
beginning of the course, | ear nedf-cdrseaxam.ingn ment s
samples, students are askedwrite a paragraph about different topics. The purpose of using
written samples at different phases to collect data investigating the same issue is to confirm the
validity and reliability of the results and to give a fulbécture of the issue undersdussion.

To analyze data, a rubric is used to evaluate
rubric consists of four sections which are Content / Production, Organization and Coherence, Word
Choice, and Laguage (mechanicsand struclure The content section eval
write a weltdeveloped topic sentence, supporting details with strong evidence (logos, ethos, and
pathos), and a concluding sentence.

The organization and coherence secti e v al uat e s a satietydfetnartsisod wouds e o f
while introducing reasons and evidence to achieve cohesion and coherence in the text. The word
choice section evaluates studentsd abilagty to
look natural, and accurate.

Finally, the language section focuses on tracing errors in capitalization, punctuation marks (period,
comma, exclamation mark, and question mark), spelling, grammar such as-getf)ejreement,

10
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pronoun antecedent, congiscy in tenses, and sentensggacture (complete sentences). There are

two reasons behind choosing this rubric. The first one is that it assesses most of the aspects that
students need to master in order to articulate-arglanized paragraphs using diént types of

sentence pattes. The second reason is that this rubric includes the topics that are taught in the
course such as punctuation and grammar. By analyzing language mechanics and structure,
studentsodé writing s h theirlkrdbwledgefol Basic Engh draenmarrulesd i | 1 t
in writing grammatically correct sentences.

3.4. Procedures of collecting data

The procedures of collecting data for this study include the following steps: in week three of the
English course, students totike Benchmark test as a diagho test to assess their levels. The
questions included paragraph writing, summary writing, conditional sentences, passive voice,
perfect and present tense. (See Appendix 1 for the complete questions of the Benchmark test).
Throughout the course, studemisre taught grammar topics which were parts of speech (verbs,
nouns, adjectives, and adverbs). tenses (present, past, perfect, and future)yasubggeement

(indefinite pronouns, compound subject, phrases between Hjecsand the verb, collective
nouns, plural nouns, there is [/ there are, and
punctuation marks, fragment, ram, wordy, and stringy snetences. For each of the previous
grammar topics, there waswriting task. Students weesked to write a reflection, a short story,
descriptive and expository paragraphs. Sampl e
collected.

The purpose of these writing tasks is to enable students to see hoagangurks in a meaningful

context. While writing assignments and projects, the writing process was used to enhance their
writing by giving them the chance to check content and larggusiter writing the draft, students

revised the unity of ideas, theirausf cohesive devices, language mechanics and the appropriate
punctuation marks. By the end of the course, an exam was conducted and students were asked to
write paragraphs about vatis topics.

4. Data analysis

The samples that will be preseditnd analyzed in this section are related to four students selected
randomly. The process of analyzing data includes interpreting the evaluation process conducted
using the rubric. e analysis will focus on language mechanics mainly punctuation and
capitlization, structure of sentence such as using complete sentences (no fragmeraror run
sentences), third person singular, different types of sentences (simple, compound, and),complex
and subjecterb agreement (singular subject takes singular verb lamdl gubject takes plural

verb).

Since the benchmark test is conducted at the beginning of the course, students depend on their
background knowledge of grammar to write their paaps. In addition, students have no idea
about the structure of the paragh which consists of topic sentence, supporting detail, and a
concluding sentence. This is clear in the samples of the benchmark test which show a very short
text with punctuationrad capitalization mistakes.

11
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Samples of Benchmark Test

Student 1

The adwantages of englistanguage are many such as it can be used as a main langy
an organization through which communication can become easy as in an organizatiot
are from different backgrounds and speak different languages. Secondly, it also ke
educatiorsystem as it becomes more easy for student to communicate and make a s
paragraph, summary as well as helps in higher education.

Student 2

English became one of the most important langane of the communites, It is the
commurcate with with tle person so learning English is very important to all ages .Ir
life now we see that 80% of our kids can speak English because of the high knowls
advantage s of learning English is to communicate

Student 3:

The advantage of leaing English ishat its the most common language known in the mi
east, it connect people to understand each other and its a well known language ar
world. amount of data in a relatively small space. Because of this, offices need less
space to store eqoinent such as file cabinets and supply closets.

Student 4:

Learning a new language always have a great impact on the learner. And learning E
like opening a door to the future, were English is considered to be the most Epakege
around tle world. As it is the language used to communicate worldwide. The vast m
of companies require English as a very important factor for choosing their employees
as an example in a companyrils are usually in English. Moshiversities use Hlish in
their curriculum to easily attract students from many different places. Furthermore , i
countries English is taken as a second language beside the mother one. Overall, the
is lucky is the one who take into consideya improving Engjsh, because in our era to
an ignorant is directly connected with being not able to use English!

The above samples of the benchmark test display the following errors in sidsjeeigreement,
structure of sentence, word choicpelling, and word choice as in the following examples:

Student 1sentence structure and capitalization: The advantagegbéh language are many such

as it can be used as a main language in an organization through which communication can become
easy & in an organization people are from different backgrounds and speak different languages.

Comparati ve f oarsm iotf baedcjoentetsi vneor en easy f or st ucf

easier for studento
Student3 word choice: Aiuasgedei Mmotsédadc oanfmoini tl aing t
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Student 4subjectv er b agreement: ALearni ng iampnaecw o ainngsuta
of ALearning a new | anguage al ways has éfithe
one who .takes €0

Wordc hoi ce fAwere English is consideredo instead

Samples of endf-course exam:
Student 1:

Trew oxt Seyer N benef ;'L:cg dg’% exeriises . 5;;513!3’3*(:(\" V\QJ.P
- - - 0 o — 2

(owrtdesned 10 one obthe iwdtng'ws of dealdn , - oughi

suth o) Pisiexito o a @ug\’m ot obove ‘500[9 Aoy axe «ovu-u}u’j&
! '!- o ,! » !o ! !! : = | .
woduting A\ ; 2 170 roXds coan
—tonkmolied and @uopes Exexaled A% g\,wm«o*kw A0 Mot ey Sy
_‘m&\}\ém:am_mﬁ,_ 0 Ouped, T0N88 FOEC o

o Miogarn whexe ople ote Ouovided With v eevtiol fools and

YoM -
ond Weoot gelodzy prohlems Josexample , & won found by
A “Ch AW : » et N exescate
ot thay bméﬂ hod Weost aktaclcg rcancey, e ast conces
SookA . .
Psteno, ingd OWnex diceones SCON 2o\ DAL o MoRoyer,” | - | o
pe e IenplinmariaXion of exexcise Shewotd asents diftewnce i
e de 3 vopte 4o e Qv W e
¥ C\ . 3 4 - ’--:.‘ [4 %
° 5 a  weali o vaant e\(l‘cfﬂ

—_ . - . - ——

4 o o TR
; L OIS It € QK A fra WO ko e e
MMM Litk8e oxeycfie 10 bhete
- and Lon I T4 exescs {

LA thaee bo Q;,,, d“‘.!’-‘ gfmn&j&gggs»&sj they tsied 40 \im‘:l'
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Student 3:
- The beneﬁ\'s ot C)om:) C yevcises'
ALt
As people habitur (s Mowey doing exercisc hets peiny
‘ocﬂe@r\‘s in huybn}rl/n éw\ prove ;E g poScw@rw
bodly 5\'mk€f Anch it will gbek ke incrse Phes e Slemine,
@1?((15\’0«9
The hect v-_-‘g__s_h&ww Aweh Cocthe -

INCIRESED o5 e

Fhe pollem oF (haiet Jnetsibna hanltr you oo- The body eléo
heats Up o5 the et bloot civentes arovad the bocly.
Pcte o\ for, there VS o Soicel beneCit wah whon exercising,
people kend to meet olher” people Qluc___pG'emcrsc‘ Ancd
Agry—olh Gpehvemgr—tercl—te 1% may Shul evevsein
lo gethor Tk i5 ene of the mehmeyor puces here people
bend Yo meel ecch othev \Q Lancl “”',. EXEVCIEY \S o
benetit to your health w; well wb yauv-

Soveed |ife.

- %
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Student 4:

7 -

Such concibicn  docffulur ckotioray caeccoes on o reqular batic.

oudliain

ocople bk pantam o hedl. and oo communilie
£ T J LRt 4

After teaching students grammar topics such as tenses, types of senteaecgructure of the
paragraph, and punctuation, studentsoaéendofri ting
course exam show, learners become able to write extended paragraphs with different types of
sentences. However, there are still mistakessubjectverb agreement, punctuation, and
capitalization
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Samples of assignments:

Student 1:

There aranany different ways in which the UAE promotes and guides the Emirati wg
Firstly, excessive preference is given to teaching more and more Emoaten and
attention is given on broadening their proficiency rate. This was accomplished by ex¢
freelearning for them in public schools, colleges and institutes. They even propose(
(Article 17 of the UAEO®O sding obhgatory educdtionatrh
fundamental stages. They began to comprehend the buildup this brougtgdnribeny ang
in the literacy rate and subsequently proposed a new law which made it mandatory for
children to start schooling at the age6oand remain in school until they have comple
grade 12 or reach the age of 18 whichever comes firstafonesaid program was initiate
by H.H Sheikh Mohammad with the desire to make the UAE amid the most inno
nations in the world which was théAE National innovation strategy that was initiated &
was perceived that innovation was a keystone forat@and economic accumulation, tk
strategy concentrated on seven sectors one of which was education. For ewatimpies
help of this law UAEwomen have achieved outstanding progress accounting for oy
percent of university graduates. Moreovego/Gf Emirati women enroll in higher educati
after secondary school and make up 70% of all university graduates in the UAE and
UAE governmat university graduates in science, technology, engineering and mathe|
(STEM) are women and the literaate of women in the UAE is 95.8%. Secontie UAE
al so commends the performance of Emir
under thet heme Awomen emul ating Zayedi whi
women who play differentrolesasew | as cel ebrate inter:i
as decided to host the womends econom
to extendtheir legitimate acknowledgement and indebtedness to women in all locatio
fields for their evident cdnibutions to the renewal and development of the nation. Ther
numerous ways in which the UAE aids and associates the Emirati women.

Student 2

For a long time, the UAE was a melting pot of cultures with more than 200 nation:
which they now rier to as their homeland. Due to this variation of cultures in the UAE
known to have a diverse society. The heritage of the UAE is reflecti customs an
traditions handed down from generation to generation. Sports in UAE are an a
promded pursuit for the love of the game not only because of its health benefits b
because of its additional roles as an entertainer and dulumaection among people. Fir
Falcon is the most popular sport in the UAE. It represents courage amgtistigat are twq
essential elements of Emirati culture and all that it represents. It had grown so stro
the years. Due to its importancetire culture of the UAE, two specialist hospitals to t
care of these magnificent birds are available ith@lides; Dubai Falcon Hospital and A
Dhabi Falcon Hospital. Falcon is used for hunting in the desert and the growth of &
sport. With the gort's increasing popularity, Falcons can cost between Dhs 2,000 ar
50,000. They even need their passpotravel outside the country. Second, Camels are
of the important parts of the culture of the Emirates dating back to its roots. Cansal:
to be God's gifts to Bedouin in the past because these animals often made life in th
possible ad provided everything including; transportation, clothing, and even food. Cx
are today a symbol of local culture; the UAE now has extensivelaaing tracks, with :
total of 15 different tracks across the country. Many of these tracks are lardallgn
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equipped facilities including; Al Wathba that is located in Abu Dhabi, the Camel R
Club located in Dubai, Ras Al Khaimah, Sharjah, amintJAl Quwain are also situated
camel racing grounds. Third, The Arabian horse for its rich bloodlineagnezable all ove
the world and is one of the oldest breeds of horses. Horse racing is, therefore, an ¢
part of Arabian life. There areavious tournaments and courses for learners. Equipme
horseman sports can be found in all clubs wheoet gjan take a form of leisure activity.
Being a dry land, sport in the UAE is associated with desert sand, where camels, ho
and falcon areding the most important sports in the UAE. Not forgetting football and
beach soccer that is being practicedrgwhere in the UAE.

Student 3:

Customersupplier relationshipis a businessrelation that businesseshave with their
customersandsuppliers Customerandsuppliersplay animportantpartin the succes®f a
businessThe purpose of a businessasptrovide products or services for its customers.
the way a business succeeds is by getting customers, maintaining customers and
custoners. It can be seen as simple as no customers, no business. So, it is impo
businesses to focus orethrelationship with their customers and make sure they are sal
and develop loyalty with them. This will help companies to fulfil their hess goals an
gr ow. I n Japanese, guality 1s transl g
honorableguest in English. This shows how much businesses around the world valy
customers and work on meeti ng tians. dnddox @
business to provide goods to their customers, they need materials and other resc
produce them. This is why it important for a business to focus on the quality of
relationship with the supplier. Having a good relationship sigbpliers can help a busine
in many ways like getting better quality materials and receiving materialsaiunted
prices. This makes the quality of relationship with suppliers directly linked to the qua
a business®d goodsfectsrithe qusligy rthati the egsstomens meceivé
business must always develop their products and services With c ust o me r
which is vital to keep and grow customers. And by having a strong relationshiy
suppliers, businesses can eagsiyo mmuni cate with provi de
change.

Student 4:

Life without the I nternet i's nearly i
powerful tool. All our daily tasks either directly or inectly heavily rely on the access to t
Internet. It is with the help of the internet that there has beermadutionary change in th
development of the society. Its impact has been manifested through the advancemel
in the fields of education, @dicine, business, law, health, entertainment along with
economic, global and political changes in thereeny. Education has become online w
the grace of virtual teaching platforms that brings the students and the teachers
regardless of theigeographical location different and we are able to access the inter
many informative contents andolgls in our daily life. Hospitals can now keep digital vers
of their patientds records and medithein
patients and to each other and provide instant resolutions to important matters regar
health d the patients e.g., The Cleveland Clinic in Abu Dhabi provides its staff with wir,
microphone connection so that every nurse and doctor odptal are connected no mat
far they are from each other. Also, heartbeat and fitness trackers deblavan smar
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phones along with help apps for addicts. Governments have launched many initiative
common welfare of the society and thatludes providing social services and introduc
the smart government, citizens now can report accideriiseprand pay their speedir]
violations and road penalty bills online e.g. Dubai has launched the Dubai Police A
helps making all transactie 100% digitized. The internet has also played a major rg
connecting us to our family, friends, colle@s in our daily life and has provided inst
exchange of news and keeping up to their updates with the invention of smart pho
social medigplatforms i.e. Instagram, Snapchat, WhatsApp etc. It has also expand
social circle by providingeasxac ess t o anyoneodos digita
through LinkedIn. Entertainment is another important feature that has been enhahc
the internet e.g. Children can watch online cartoons while parents surf on Netflix and
find their rew passion and music lovers download new playlists, the internet has var
things for different tastes of people and they can either utilizie time on the internet in
productive manner or vice versa. Internet surfing can sometimes turn inbsessmn fol
some segments of the society however keeping a balance is a must requirement in
lead a healthy and unsophisticated life. dmausion, it can be said that the internet cas
large influence on the behavior of the individuals imeety and has played a vital role
the growth of the economy.

The assignments demonstrate a better understanding of the grammar topiessanattive of
paragraph. Using the procemgproach helps students plan, write, revise, and edit theirtarork
ensure no grammar or punctuation mistakes.

5. The results

The following section will present the results of data analysis through relatihg tesearch
questions and the literature review addressed earlier in this study.

To what extent would teaching grammar through the context of writing improve English
language skills?
Subquestions are
1. To what extent would teaching grammar enhancaézarinterlanguage?
2. To what extent would the writing process aj
coherent output congruent with target language grammar?

Research question 1:

To what extent would teaching grammar enhance learners' interla®yuag

This question will be addressed by comparing the results of analyzing the benchmark test samples
with the endof-course assessment samples. The results of dalgsianassert that teaching
particul ar grammar topics a ¢ ¢ oowdimg dherh evdh t o S
communicative practices of these topics enhan
analysis shows that students use different typssmiences in the eral-course in comparison to

their sentences in the benchmark testsThide monstrates studentsd ma
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sentences and their function. Concerning subjedb agreement concept as represented by using
the third person Bgular, it is clear that errors are available in the benchmark test as well as in the
endof-course samples where learners wrote extended paragraphs. Finally, in relation to
consistency between tenses, students shifted smoothly between present anskepakileewriting

their paragraphs.

The results of analyzing our data can be relatebadheoretical framework discussed earlier. As
stated in the I|literature section, | earner 6s i
(Grauberg, 1997)and one of them is related to the strategies of language learning and the
approaches ugdewhen teaching the material. During the course, learners were involved in
communicative activities to boost their understanding of the grammar topics and impiove the
abilities to use them in a meaningful context as stated earlier by Takac (20083pp.31figr a mmar
learning strategies, i.e. learning strategies that help learners to develop a mental grammar of the
L2. Itis these strategies that support a definitt sysmat i ci ty in the interl a

Also, the results of data analysis relate to the fanat grammar theory discussed in the literature
review. Studentsod samples show their understar
paragraphs are structd. Learners write texts not only for the English course but also for other
subjects, anth the case of other subjects they write extended texts. The results of our data analysis
can be explained by the wor dwithantndefstaading oftBe0 0 7 )
nature of language, one of the principal benefits of GBT is thaelpps students gain an
understanding of @j)ammar conceptso (pp.1

However, samples from both assessments show errors in punctuation and capitalization. Despite
the fact that leaners study these two topics at school and later in the English charsaisetsity,

they still need to concentrate more on using appropriate punctuation marks in their writing. The
results in our study match to some extent the resiiltise study conducted by Urdaneta (2011)
which assert that grammar classes are impotdearn English writing and that the more students

are exposed to English, the more language acquisition will be enhanced.

Research question 2:
Towhatextenwoul d t he writing process approach i mpr
output cangruent with target language grammar?

This research question will be answered by comparing the samples of exams with the samples of
the assignments. Theresultsafal yzi ng studentsdé written perfo
approach increases learne & abi | i t i e wrgahized gnd grahmatieally veariect
paragraphs in comparison to the paragraphs written in both tests. After writing the draft, students
receive constructive feedback and are given the chance to check their language. THtedlisore

what Kroll (2003) has proved in his study that in second language writing classrooms, the writing

process approach prompts creative strategies, multiples daati formative feedback.

The analysis of | ear ner s éndeasgtasding oftmeeusagesof didferento n s t r
types of sentences, subje@rb agreement, third person singular, punctuation marks, and
capitalization. This is justified by the fact that students foddwhe processriented approach.

They brainstormed ideasyete their outlines, completed the draft, and then received the feedback.

The process of writing, revising, and editing enables learners to identify their errors and correct
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them. Also, this proas clarifies the points of weakness that students neecetoamee and find
suitable solutions. Whether students work in groups or as individuals, the feedback focuses on the
organization of ideas, sentence structure, and tenses.

The main questiont o what extent would teaching grammar through the context ofvriting
improve English language skills?

The answer of this question relates to the three dimensions of the theoretical framework introduced

earl ier which are f un c tinteslangubge, gnd dhe pracessentdde or vy
approach. In the factional grammar theory, Thompson (1996) illuminates the three components
of functional grammar, and one of these compo

messages in ways which indte how they fit in with the other messages around therwiindhe

wider context in which we are talking or writing (cited in Feng, 2013, p.87). The results of
analyzing samples of the assignments andafraburse writing reflect the benefits of using
functional grammar theory as a teaching strategy while delyéhe material. Moreover, the

results imply that teaching students the assigned grammar topics for this course and backing each
topic with a writing task wdshdwdkstudemshhawlanguaget ud e
works in a meaningful context.

As for the last dimension of the theoretical framework, it is obvious that integrating teaching
grammar with the writing process approach enables students to improve their written performance.
Learners revise and edit both content and language. Thiswident in samples of assignments
more than testsd6 samples, since the mechanics
than in the exam samples. This means that teaching grammagtitiee context of writing was

effective, but it would be nre beneficial if teaching grammar was mingled with the writing process

approach.

6. Implications on learning and teaching English

As indicated in the previous section, the results of data analysis prove the positive outcomes of the

study by exhibitnggpr ogress in studentso6é performance in
provide recommendations on how to enhance teaching gratnroagh the context of writing to
adapt to |l earnersod needs and | evel s. efftcives e 1 ec

teaching techniques to overcome the difficulties Arab students face while studying grammar,
particularly thirdperson singlar and consistency in using tenses.

In addition, instructors are advised to use the process approach while teachimgegpecially

writing assignments and projects to enable students to identify their mistakes and correct them.

One aspect of improvhg | earnersd®é English | anguage is d
analyzing student sd wmsithatitheyface i l@arningeEaghisih,randzhen t h e
work to find solutions for these problems during prepared classroom activities.

The call for authentic materials to be used in classroom for the different skills of English has proved
its effectiveness inrgiching the learning material as Berwald (1987, p.1) states that they "contain
current language on all topics imaginable and pmemhstant reinforcement of grammatical forms
learned in the classroom. In addition to containing traditional vocabulanetkan the early stages
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of language instruction, they may contain neologism as well as extensive vocabulary for sports,
politics, @moking, music and other topical areas."

7. Conclusion

This study focuses on evaluating the effectiveness of teaching gwathrough the context of

writing. The data gathered to answer the research questions consists of samples of written
performance céécted at different stages of the course and includes samples of benchmark test,
endof-course test, and assignments. Tha bny si s o f studentsodé written
positive effects of teaching grammar through the context of writing especiallpgled with the

process oriented approach. The study recommends that instructors use the process approach in
writing assgnments and projects to enable students to identify their mistakes and correct them.

8. Limitations of the study

This study is linted to the data collected from a particular number of students. The study
concentrates mainly on evaluating the effectigsnef teaching grammar through the context of

writing. Particular grammar topi cs sainmcethegssi gn
study different subjects. As a result, other grammar topics may not be useful and practical to
accommodatetdasudent s6 | evel s and needs.

9. Future research

It is recommended that a longitudinal further research is conducted on the effectiveness of teaching
grammar through the context of writing to enh
written performance samples might be collected and analgz=thble the researcher to generate

further recommendations to improve English teaching strategies and the learning process.
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Appendix 1: Questions of the benchmark test

1) Paragraph Writing: Write a short paragraph about the following topic:
The advantages of learning English

2) Summary: Smmarize the following passage:

Computers have become a necessity for both small and large businesses today. It takes a computer
less than a second to retrieve information that takes a person several hours to obtain. It is for this
reason that beks, airlires, and fast food restaurants rely so heavily on them. In addition, computers
can store large amounts of data in a relatively small space. Because of this, offices need less storage
space equipment such as file cabinets and supply closets.

3) Conditional
Complete the following sentence with the suitable form of verb between brackets.
If you had told me about your problem, | (help) you.

4) Passive Voice

Complete the following sentence with the correct form of vettyden brackts. Use passive
voice.

The car (steal) before the police had arrived.

5) Passive Voice

Complete the following sentence with the correct form of verb between brackets. Use passive
voice.

The car (steal) betbeepolicehad arrived.

6) Perfect Tense

Complete the following sentence with the correct form of verb between brackets. Use perfect
tense.

Salim (work) in London for 10 years.

7) Present Tense
Complete the following sentence withe suitable fan of verb between brackets.
Ahmad or his brother (play) tennis every day.
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Criteria | Exemplary Meeting Approaching Insufficient Score
Take a clear position | Take aclear position | Take a position Attempts to take| 2
andsupports it and sipport it with and provide with a| a position but no
consistetly with well- | clear topic sentence,| topic sentence, clear, provide
focused topic sentence mostly specific generakupporting | minimal

- well-developed specifig details and a details, ad a supporting
2 details and a concludin| concluding sentence| conclusion that details, no
S sentence, persuasive | persuasive does not restate th| concluding
B techniques logos, ethog techniques logos, topic, only one sentence, and ng
o and pathos are all ethos, and pathos ar| rhetorical appeal ig persuasive
E present and powerful, | present but are not | used techniques are
Q each appeal is used | effectively used used
5 throughout the content
O | effectively
o | The writer has a variety The writer has three | The writer has one| The writer needs| 1
- & | of transition words or | or more transition | or two transition | transition words
= % phrases effectively words or phrases, | words or phrases, | or phrases.
g = introduce reasons and | introduce reasons ar] introduce reasons
S O | evidence within the evidence within the | and evidence
27T | paragraph. paragraph. within the
O paragraph.
The author uses vivid | The author uses vivi(¢ The author uses | The writer uses g 1
o words and phrases. Th| words and phrases. | words that limited
.g choice and placement | The choice and communicate vocabulary.
< of words seems placement of words | clearly, but the Jargon oclichés
S accurate, natural, and | is inaccurate at timeg writing lacks may be present
S not forced. and/or seems variety. and detract from
= overdone. the meaning.
The writer has few if | The writer has some| The writer has The writer has | 1
3 any errors in errors in many errorsn significanterrors
S capitalization, usage, | capitalization, usage| capitalization, in capitalization,
S punctuation, spelling of punctuation, spelling| usage, punctuatior] usage,
“E’ © | grammar. Errors do no{ or grammar. Errors | spelling or punctuation,
o 2 | interfere with do not interfere with | grammar. Errors | spelling or
= § readability. readability. interfere somewha] grammar. Errors
o) with readability. interfere
s 2 significantly
- ® with readability.
Total 5
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An Assessment Mandugdc¢me pl eSYChioe
Questions in an I ntegrated Medi

SamiShabarand Margaret Elzubejr
College of Medicine and Health Sciencsited Arab Emirates University

Abstract

Background: Assessmenmanagement systems fortegratedmedical curriculamust contain
several key features in order to allow medical educatarassessors tevelop, maintairgonduct

and evaluate assessmenproperly.We havedeveloped an Assessment Management System
(AMS) to manage and maintain its question bank as well as ceEatductand evaluate its
assessmentfRequirement analysis wasnducted to determine key features needed to develop,
maintain,conductand evaluatéMultiple-Choice Question (MCQassessments an integrated
medical curriculum.

Results: Requirements analysis revealed that #igendly, security, and user accessitol are
top priority. Key featuresnclude collecting tagged questions in a quesbank, standard setting
assessments, linking questions to learning outcom@sgucting assessments, collating and
disseminating results including question psychometgnsng feedback to students and question
writers, and generating assessments ubi@gjuestion bank and examination bluepriiitse AMS
has been developed-house based on this requirenseanalysis using a webased, database
driven platform.

Discussion: The system has been used at the college for over 2,000 tyfieassessments from

2010 to 2019. The question bank is utilized by faculty to create assessments, standard set, map
guestions to course outcomes, and analyze results using psychomeTreaamBased Learning

and Assessment module has also been added.

Conclusiont Keeping in mind thateliableinformation gathering and interaction with eventual

users is vitalto the effectivedesign of the system, it is possible to develop a seande
cudgomizableonline assessment management system for medical schools that is earnestly used and
accepted, satisfies the needs of assessment management, and conforms to medical education and
assessment principles

Take-home messageTagging of questionsstardard setting, linking of question to learning

outcomes, and generatingaminations based on blueprints @@me of thepriorities in an
integrated medical curriculuassessment system.
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Executive Summary

Background: The occurrence of breast cancer is expanding and its diagnosis is unfortunately
usually done in our condition with prognosis at levels which are lower that what are considered to
be standard. Breast sel§sessment (BSEstaysa significant tool in diagnosis for the early
detection of breast cancer in a community that is constrained of resources. Female university
students in Abuja, the federal capital of Nigeria, are in a position to be well educated on the benefits
of the tod if they are not already aware and they may also serve as ambassadors of the movement.
BSE is a relatively simple diagnostic method that requires no financial commitment, no need for
special tools and is also namvasive.

Objectives: This reseate paperexplores the knowledge, attitudes and believes surrounding BSE
among female university students residing in Abuja with respect to the number that actively
practice BSE, method used and the frequency of BSE.
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Materials and Methods: The examinations a caestudy investigation of female university
students residing in Abuja and are utilizing BSE. The research can be framed as a survey research.
Respondents were chosen by means of the implementation of stratified random sampling. The data
collected vere onsocicdemographic profile, information, disposition and practice of BSE. The
connections between these elements were considered.

Results:All the female university students examined know about BSE, with some of them actually
putting it into practie. Thee is poor information on its timing, frequency and method. Only about
half of the respondents practice BSE month to month, and none of the respondents can precisely
depict the method used in carrying out BSE. The rate at which BSE is practiezd isweven

with those exposed to knowledge about it

Conclusion: There is a widespread sense of awareness among the female university students to the
BSE, with inauspicious consciousness of its motivation, method, timing, and frequency among
them beingexamined. In any case, there is a great deal of excitement totbege to do it. In this

way, female university students should be likewise additionally trained and taught about the
system. The hypothesis is disproven because female university sthdeatshe knowledge but

have negative attitudes towards it whichutegrom fear and a lack of practice resulting from a

lack of comfort.

l ntroducti on

Breast cancer is a noteworthy public health concern in both developing and developed countries.
Breag cancer is a threatening tumor that starts from the cells of ¢lastbit happens for the most

part in women, however men can likewise be affected. The occurrence of breast cancer is
expanding in the developing countries because of increment in liflecexmey, increment in
urbanization and appropriation of western difdes. Albeit some risk decrease may be
accomplished with counteractive action, these methodologies can't dispose of most of breast
cancers that develop in leand middle income countri@ghere breast cancer is found in late stages
(WHO, 2011). In this ws, early detection so as to improve breast cancer result and survival
remains the foundation of breast cancer control.

Breast cancer normally creates no symptoms when the tumor iatittimost effectively treated,

which is the reason screening is sigant for early detection. The most normal physical sign is

an easy protuberance. Now and then breast cancer spreads to underarm lymph nodes and causes a
protuberance or swelling, everfbre the first breast tumor is huge enough to be felt. Less basic
signs and symptoms incorporate breast pain or increased weight; persevering changes, for example,
swelling, thickening, or redness of the skin; and areola or nipple anomalies, for example,
unconstrained discharge (particularly bloody), disintegration, drdnawal (American Cancer

Society, 2017). Any determined change in the breast ought to be assessed by a doctor at the earliest
opportunity.

University students, by the idea that theyadreigher intellect than their less educated pairs assume
a novel pb in being ambassadors of positive attitudes and believes especially in areas that have to
do with their wellbeing and health. This includes the early detection of breast cancer,task fac
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